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Q: As-salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu our noble shaykh. What are 
the guidelines of takfir? And who has the right to perform takfir upon a specific 
individual? And do the laymen have the right to make takfir upon whoever insults 
the Messenger or allies with the kuffar, whether he was ignorant or knowledgeable? 
And what is your opinion regarding those who abstain from takfir and warn against 
it? And what is your opinion regarding the one who calls for discussion and debate 
in the way which is best? May Allah aid you and give you success, lead your steps on 
the straight path, and make Jannah our abode and your abode. 


A: Wa ‘alaykum as-salam wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu, as for what follows... The 
discussion regarding the guidelines of takfir has very long details attached to it; 
however, Pll summarise it for you. So from the most important guidelines of takfir 
are three matters: 


1. That there is established proof for the reason behind performing takfir. 


2. That the action of the individual upon this reason behind performing takfir is 
clear, and does not have any doubtful possibilities in it. 


3. The barriers [of takfir] are removed, and they are four: ikrah, ignorance, tawil, a 
mistake. 


Every barrier from these impediments [of takfir] have details attached to it, and 
everyone who has knowledge in an issue has the right to make a judgement in it, even 
if he was from the laymen. Thus the one who knows that leaving salah is kufr, then 
he sees someone who does not perform salah, he has the right to declare takfir of 
him. And the one who hears someone mocking the Din [has the right to declare 
takfir], and similar to that. But as for performing takfir upon specific individuals: 


Then know, may Allah bless you, that the mathhab of irja in this time of ours deeply 
penetrated into those who affiliate themselves to Salafiyyah, so they became two 


different groups: 


1. Whoever states with his tongue or in his articles that there is no speech or actions 
that constitute kufr; rather, all that falls back to belief in the heart. 


2. The one who affirms that there are sayings and actions which constitutes kufr, 
however, he does not see anyone as a kafir. 


There is no doubt that both these schools of thought are false, and the first one is 
more absurd than the second. The one who ponders over the life of the Prophet 
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), his companions, and the leading scholars, will know the 
falsehood of these schools, as the first thing that the Companions did after the 
Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) passed away was declare takfir of a group of 
people and fight them. And what has become most prevalent and famous from the 
Salaf is their takfir of the Jahmiyyah and the heads of the Jahmiyyah, such as al-Jahm, 
al-Ja’d, Bishr al-Marisi, ibn Abi Du’ad, and others. And the most prevalent thing 
which gathered the innovators against Shaykhul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah 
(rahimahullah) was his takfir of those who they believe are amongst the awliya, such 
as ibn ‘Arabi, ibn al-Faridh, at-Tilmisani, al-Qunawi, and others. And the most 
prevalent thing which Shaykhul-Islam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab 
(rahimahullah) was most hated for was the issue of him declaring takfir of the grave 
worshippers and other than them. 


Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab (rahimahullah) said in the third treatise 
from his Rasail ash-Shaykhsiyyah: 


If they were for more than twenty years affirming day and night, secretly and openly, 
that the tawhid which this man displayed is the Din of Allah and His messenger, 
however the people do not obey us, and that what he rejected was shirk while he was 
truthful in his rejection [saying]: only if he would abstain from takfir and fighting, 
he would be upon the truth. 


And he said in his twenty ninth treatise: 


And you know what they say, that if the people of al-‘Arid (an area in the Arabian 
Peninsula) would abandon takfir and fighting, they would be upon the Din of Allah 


and His messenger. 


And he said in his thirty eighth treatise: 


However, today they argue with one misconception, so know the answer to it, and 
what they say is that all of this is the truth, we bear witness that it is the Din of Allah 
and His messenger, except for takfir and fighting. And what is astonishing is the one 
who is not able to answer this [misconception]. If they affirmed that this is the Din 
of Allah and His messenger, how can we not declare takfir of the one who rejects it, 
kills those who commands it, and imprisons them? How can the one who sends 
orders to imprison them not be a kafir? How can the one who comes to the people of 
shirk and urges them to hold onto their religion and adorns it for them, and 
encourages them in killing the muwahhidin and taking their wealth not be a kafir? 
How can he not be a kafir if what he urges and encourages is what the Messenger 
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) rejected? He forbade it and called it shirk with Allah, 
and he testified that the one who has enmity to them and hates their people, and 
orders the mushrikin to be killed is upon the Din of Allah and His messenger. Know 
[O Muslim] that the proofs supporting declaring takfir of a righteous Muslim if he 
commits shirk with Allah or assisted the mushrikin [in fighting] against the 
muwahhidin, even if he did not commit shirk, are too much to be counted from the 
words of Allah, His messenger, and the sayings of all the scholars. 
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